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him that he has the requisite strength to carry him through, then only
should he pledge himself and then only would his pledge bear fruit.
A few words now as to the consequences.   Hoping for the best, we
may say that, if a majority of the Indians pledge themselves to resistance
and if all who take the pledge prove true to themselves, the Ordinance
may not even be passed and, if passed, may be soon repealed.   It may be
that we may not be called upon to suffer at all. But if on the one hand
one who takes a pledge must be a robust optimist, on the other hand he
must be prepared for the worst.   It is therefore that I would give you an
idea of the worst that might happen to us in the present struggle.   Imagine
that all of us present here numbering 3,000 at the most pledge ourselves.
Imagine again that the remaining 10,000 Indians take no such pledge.
We will only provoke ridicule in the beginning.   Again, it is quite possible
that in spite of the present warning some or many of those who pledge
themselves might weaken at the very first trial.   We might have to go to
gaol, where we might be insulted. We might have to go hungry and suffer
extreme heat or cold. Hard labour might be imposed upon us. We might
be flogged by rude warders. We might be fined heavily and our property
might be attached and held up to auction if there are only a few resisters
left.  Opulent today, we might be reduced to abject poverty tomorrow. We
might be deported. Suffering from starvation and similar hardships in gacl,
some of us might fall ill and even die. In short, therefore, it is not at all
impossible that we might have to endure every hardship that we can im-
agine, and wisdom lies in pledging ourselves on the understanding that
we shall have to suffer all that and worse. If someone asks me  when
and how the struggle may end, I may say that, if the entire community
manfully stands the test, the end will be near.    If many of us fall back
under storm and stress, the struggle will be prolonged.   But I can boldly
declare, and with certainty, that so long as there is even a handful of
men true to their pledge, there can only be one end to the struggle, and
that is victory.
A word about my personal responsibility. If I am warning you of
the risks attendant upon the pledge, I am at the same time inviting
you to pledge yourselves, and I am fully conscious of my responsibility
in the matter. It is possible that a majority of those present here might
take the pledge In a fit of enthusiasm or indignation but might weaken
under the ordeal, and only a handful might be left to face the final test.
Even then there is only one course open to the like of me, to die but
not to submit to the law. It is quite unlikely but even if every one else
flinched leaving me alone to face the music, I am confident that I would
never violate my pledge. Please do not misunderstand me. I am not
saying this out of vanity, but I wish to put you, especially the leaders
upon the platform, on your guard. I wish respectfully to suggest it to you
that, if you have not the will or the ability to stand firm even when you
are perfectly isolated, you must not only not take the pledge yourselves
but you must declare your opposition before the resolution is put to the